>FREE 


all our Sisters 


#47 


Issue 
March 7 - 20 B 


1989 





Don't Suspect Your Friends, Repor 


Toronto Hydro has been advertising 
for people to read their own meters in 
the wake of a strike by Hydro workers. 
972 people have been on strike for an 
11.5% wage increase over a year, in 
order to be able to afford the cost of 
living in Toronto. The lack of affordable 
housing has been forcing workers to 
seek employment outside of Toronto 
because the wages aren’t high enough 
to keep up with housing costs. More 
people have quit Toronto Hydro in the 
last 30 months than have in the last 30 
years, says a union spokesperson. 
{Toronto Star 2/22/89) 
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Toronto's Anarchist Bi-Weekly lie 
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All Material Is Anti-Copy right! 


Ads urging people to read 
their own meters and others urging 
people to report any “suspicious 
activity” around Hydro installations 
have appeared in major Toronto 
papers. Several installations have 
been sabotaged so far during the 
strike. One breakdown occurred 
when someone climbed a Hydro pole 
and installed jumper wires in a relay 
box, causing it to short circuit (Globe 
& Mail 2/17/89 pA14). Union leaders 
denounced the actions saying the 
battle would be won merely by 
withdrawing labour. 


PUBLIC NOTICE See ER 
strike is essen- 


TORONTO HYDRO 


tial in that they’re 
fighting not just 





POWER 
INTERRUPTIONS 


Citizens are requested to report any suspicious activities 
around or near Toronto Hydro poles and lines 
immediately to the Metropolitan Toronto Police 

Department. It would be helpful for the police to have 
vehicle licence numbers and descriptions. 


Electricity. We on on it! 








Police Toronto Hydro 
324-2222 S 599-0730 


for more money, 
but to keep To- 
ronto from being 
totally taken over 
by the rich, 
turned into a city 
where only the 
wealthy can af- 
ford to live. In a 
city with such a 
high cost of living 
Iwe need com- 
parable wage 
increases. 











War is Peace 
Freedom is Slavery 
Police are Friends 


Metro cops have four squads set up 
solely to deal with what they call “Asian 
crime”. Due to recent pressures on the 


-force for being racist, they’ve decided 


to rename these units as simply the 
“special task force” (Toronto Star 2/22/ 
89 pA6). Nevertheless, the cops, 
operating from 14, 52, 55, and 42 
divisions, will continue to investigate 
any “crimes” involving Asian people as 
either suspects or victims. Knowing the 
racist biases of the boys in blue, we can 
guess which category Asian people will 
be investigated in most often. Any 
victims who aren’t white or middle class 
can generally expect a cold shoulder 
from police. 


On a similar note, the cops are 
considering changing their name from 
Police Forces to Police Services 
(Toronto Star 2/7/89 pA3). The accent 
would be on a kinder, gentler image, 
but any one with experience of cops 
knows their street image will, 
deservedly, stay as a mean, bigoted 
and violent force 





They Saved Franco’s Brain 


Abortion Restriction is Heavy 
Eight members of Spain’s medical 
community are on trial before a 
particularly bad judge, charged with 
performing and/or assisting in 
abortions, and facing 4-6 year 
sentences. Their trial will set 
precedents for the many other similar 
cases which have accumulated over 
the past eight years. In Spain, abortion 
is only legal if the woman was raped, 
unknowingly took drugs which could 
harm the fetus, or is married and has 
many children. Even then, most public 
health service doctors refuse to 
perform abortions on conscientious 
grounds (they’re Catholics) though it is 
easier to get abortions through private 
health services. Back-alley abortions, 
with the usual threats to the woman’s 
health and life, are therefore common, 
especially among women who can’t 
afford private care or go abroad. 


Mass Arrests in Sarawak 


(MALAYSIA) Native people in 
Sarawak’s fast-vanishing jungles, who 
have beer defending theirtraditional 
lands against logging by the erection of 
barricades across logging roads, have 
been subjected to mass arrests by the 
Sarawak police. 122 Penan and 6 
Kelabit people were arrestred in a 2 
month period ending 21-1-89. Due to 
new legislation passed in light of these 
peoples’ resistance, it is now acriminal 
offence for them to interfere with 
logging even if the timber concessions 


have been granted on their own lands. 





Resisting Conscription - 
While many countries have 


demonstrating on behalf of a conscript 
court-martialled for wearing a t-shirt 
abolished conscription, Spain drafts | reading “Spain is a heap of shit,” and 
250,000 young men each year, | two workers face a long prison 
chosen through a lottery system. In sentence for demonstrating with their 
the last four years, 517 conscripts | unions at a military hospital. 

have been killed and 8, 100 seriously 
injured; suicides and nervous 
breakdowns are a frequent result of 
military sadism. Anyone who refuses 
military service or a longer period of 
civil service duty is liable for a 4-6 
year prison sentence. Many groups, 
including anarchists, are resisting, 
and demonstrations occurred 
throughout the country during the 
1988 lottery. Currently, a nationwide 
movementis growing to support Jose 
Manuel Fierro, who has been in a 
military prison since August after 
becoming a conscientious objector 
halfway through his military service. 
Nineteen pacifists were arrested for 


Hunters Restrained 
The animal liberation movementis also 
alive and well in Spain. In Barcelona, a 
world centre for making fur coats, four 
fur shops were graffittied by the 
"Anarchist Youth of Cataluña.” And an 
ecological group calling itself “Direct 
Action” has claimed responsibility tor 
the kidnapping of three illegal hunters 
near Elieyo in Euskad; they were 
escorted into the mountains at 
gunpoint, left bound and without their 
guns. 

Ecomedia Barcelona 











Contrary to claims by the Prime 
Minister of Malaysia, logging 
damages 72 times as much primary 
forest as the shifting cultivation 
practised by the Native peoples. 


Survival International 








_Bloc Busters! 


Neither East Nor West (Toronto) held 
two demonstrations last week in 
solidarity with 12 dissidents in Poland 
who were engaged in a week long 
hungerstrike. The dissidents were 
protesting the Polish government's 
refusal to issue them passports, which 
essentially imprisons them within their 
borders, unable to meet withother East 
bloc and West bloc activists. 

The hunger strike met with little 
success — the activists remain 
“prisoners of the border”. Solidarity 
demonstrations were held in London 
(England) and New York, and 
telegrams were sent from other cities 
including San Francisco. In Toronto, 
approximately 20 people picketed out 





at the Polish consulate on February 28 
and presented petitions to the officials. 
The demonstration was peaceful save 
for a minor incident with RCMP officers 
who ripped down banners and were 
met with chants-of “RCMP and the 
KGB, they all look much the same to 
me”. On March 3rd about 20 people 
gathered at Nathan Philips square to 
mark the end of the hungerstrike. 

Neither East Nor West is an 
organization committed to building 
solidarity between dissidents East and 
West, and challenging the state 
systems of both power blocs. For more 
info on activities or to ae involved, 
contact NENW atA 


Racism, Restriction and Ruling Class 


Ontario is going- z introduce 
standardized tests for elementary 
school students in reading, writing and 
math sometime during the next two 
years (Toronto Star 2/22/89). The 


standardized tests are an attempt to 
rate students according to a province- 
wide average, andto aid in streaming, 
which pushes some kids into higher 
education and well-paid professions 


Nuclear Resistance Miscellany 


During 1988 about 4,130 nuclear 
protest arrests were made in the USA, 
and another 340 in Canada. The 
people arrested were carrying out 
nonviolent protest actions at sites 
involved in production or use of nuclear 
weapons or power plants. Some of the 
protesters have received sentences of 
up to 17 years. Anyone wishing more 
information about these activities 
should subscribe to Nuclear Resister, 
PO Box 43383, Tucson Arizona USA 
85733, San Francisco CAUSA 94103. 


Another U.S. peace group, Seeds of 
Peace, is a mobile anti-nuclear 
community formed by participants in 
the Great Peace March of 1986.It 
provides food, water, portapotties 
and other logistical support at various 
demonstrations and gatherings 
across the USA, including the 
Rainbow Gathering. For their 
newsletter or to send donations: 
Seeds of Peace, 2440 16th St. Box 
241, San Francisco CA USA 94103. 
Bad Attitude, The Nuclear Resister 


while pushing others (usually kids from 
working class, Black, Native and 
immigrant families) into lower paying 
work. Streaming tends to perpetuate 
class divisions and make richer, 
“brighter” kids think they’re something 
special while de-valuing the worth of 
other kids. 

Moves are being made to stop 
failing kids and to remedy problems 
faced by students from lower income 
families, which are positive in and of 
themselves, but they are being done to 
keep the kids in school to make them 
better workers. Schools are merely 
training grounds for society, a place to 
teach us the rules and to push us into 
our role as workers. Any change of the 
school system will have to be an overall 
change of its role, not a reform to make 
it work better at socializing us. 








U.S. Drug Lords Kill Mountie 


U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency officials arranged the murder of an RCMP 
agent in Thailand on February 20 because he knew too much about the role of 
U.S. covert warfare specialists in encouraging the drug trade of Thai warlords, 
according to columnist William Stevenson (Toronto Scum 23-2-89 p11.) These 
drugs generate huge profits, which the USA uses to finance clandestine wars 
(those that can’t get public funding from Congress.) 

The only dubious assertion in Stevenson’s column is that ‘the U.S. public-and 
now Canadians- would demand that heads roll if the truth were known.” The 
Americans elected Bush president knowing of his role in the Iran-Contra 
scandal, and Canada has taken no action to demand or publicize the truth of 
Col. Fianagan’s death. The truth is that the so-called “war on drugs’ is really a 
war on rebellious youth and the underclass, and that middleclass public opinion 
is quite willing to support it on this basis. 


The Property-Owners Voice 

The Midtown Voice, a “community paper” out of the Cabbagetown area, 
published the names of johns who were charged with “communicating for the 
purpose of obtaining the services of a prostitute” in their December issue. The 
move was fully supported by the South of Carlton Residents Association, who 
have been harassing sex trade workers in that neighbourhood. The association 
is headed by Sandra Jackson, a real estate agent with Darell Kent, the biggest 
advertisers in the newspaper. 

The newspaper chose this harassment technique in order to scare away 
customers and ruin business for sex trade workers through public 
embarassment for the men involved. They claim that the business is bad for the 
residents (though we suspect it’s real estate values they’re concerned with) and 
due to the supposed disease, drugs and “exploitation” in the trade they feel it’s 
their duty to stop it. The only source quoted for their information on these 
problems was Jim Clark, a Morality Squad cop. They claim that residents’ 
associations stories were their main inspiration. (Midtown Voice, Feb. 89 p5) 
They feel it would be okay for sex trade workers to work out of their own homes, 
but the laws against bawdy houses preventthis. Ifthe Voicewas truly concerned 
with the problem they’d actively work to decriminalize prostitution: this in itself 
would solve many of their “problems”. Gays, prostitutes and anyone who lives 
on the street, among others, have much to fear from the push for wider police 
powers of harassment that papers like the Voice will help bring in. 


Eco-oversight: Last issue we ran an article entitled “Anarchist Revolution 
in Montenegro?”. We neglected to credit our source, “Bad Attitude”, a new 
publication from Detroit. 

For our American Friends: We received a short note in the mail which 
read: Tell Oliver North what you think about him and his activities. 1-800- 
521-0200. Bankrupt the North Defense Trust. This only works in the U.S. 


Calendar of Events 


March 10: imagine at the Quoc Te. 
False Prophets at the Rivoli. 

March 17: Roy Bailey: Songs of 
Struggle & Celebration at Trinity St. 
Paul's, 427 Bloor St. W., 8:00pm (597- 
8695) 

March 21: Coalition Against Armx ‘89 
(an Ottawa arms exhibition, May 19- 
25) meets at 519 Church. Anarchist- 
initiated actions will be part of this 
event. For time of meeting, call hotline 
536-2514. 

If this calendar seems extra short to 
you, it’s because you - yes you! - 
haven't been sending us your 
announcements. Only you can make 
the difference. 


ECOMEDIA TORONTO 


Ecomedia is an_ international 
autonomous wire service which 
reports on action and news from an 
activist/anarchist perspective. Itis an 
alternative to the regular media 
which ignore relevant actions and 
ideas. 

Ecomedia Toronto publishes this 
bulletin every two weeks, which is 
distributed free locally from places 
around the city. Subscriptions are 
now $15 for a year (26 issues) and 
you'll receive a package every 2 
issues (to save mailing costs). 
Donations are always welcome. If 
you’d like to get involved in the news 
network, there are opportunities for 
writing, distribution, radio, research, 
etc, so get in touch at the address on 
the front. 

We also do two radio shows, both of 
which have changed times now. 
Ecomedia can be heard on CKLN 
88.1 FM every Wednesday between 
7 and 8pm on the “Word of Mouth” 
show, and “Desire Armed”, our other 
show, can be heard weekly on CIUT 
89.5 FM on Fridays from 11:05 to 








11:30am. 


